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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 116 


The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, 
May 3, 1879 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


Sir 


Having picked by hand all the coal that we can use for melting there is scarcely sufficient 
for our use today. The Coiner & myself proposed to anticipate a heavy order for the month by 
more active work at the beginning, & to that end designed to commence with 36 melts pr. day 
(about $60,000) on Monday next, but I am afraid we shall be hampered by the want of good coal, 
for yesterday, in spite of our selecting a portion, there was so much inferior remaining, that we 
only extracted 5/6 of the required heat, i.e. that even with some overtime, we only melted 5 
instead of 6 melts. 


Very respectfully yours 
Jas. C. Booth 


